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| have the honour' o infonm you thal. in view of sty responsibilitics under the
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Statute of this Tribunal, I un currently gathering inlogmation and cvidence in relation to
rceent dcvclopmcms in Kosovo. with a view to dc;cmunm;, whether there arc grounds
for belicving that crimes within the jurisdiction of this Tnbunal,nmy have been
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In li;,hl of the urgency of the situation, I have taken the liberty of addressing this
request for assistance directly to you. | have simultancuusly forwarded a copy of' it

lhrou;,h the usual channels.

Under Articles 1, 6 and 8 of its Statute, this Tribunal has jurisdiction to prosecute
persons responsible for serious violations of intemnational humanitarian law committed

in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991. Reuent events in Kosovo have
clearly occurred in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991.

I am presently seeking information from a variety of sources on these events. Al .
this stage, under the authority of Article 18 of the Statute, [ request your Government's
co-operation in providing me, as a matter of urgency, with a report giving your
Govemment's account Qf those events in as much detail as possible. This will assist us
in ascerwining whether there arc grounds for fun.hcr detailed mvcsugnuons by my

Office.

possible:

The report should include as much of the roilowing specific information as

the names of all persons killed in Kosovu in March 1998, nnd details of

the cm:umst:mccs of their deaths;

the names of all pcrsons arrested, detaincd or otherwise deprived of their
liberty in Kosovo in March 1998, and details of the circumstances of their -

" arrests or detention, of the place and length of their detention, of their

treatment while detained, of any crimes with which they have been
charged. of any appearances belore a-judicial body since their arrest, and

of any decisions of those judicial bodies;

the hamcs of all persons injurcd in Kosuvo in March 1998 asa result of
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and details of the circumstances in-which the injury was sustained;
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the names of any persons sexually assaulicd in Kosovo in March 1998 in
any circumstances whatsoever. and details of the circumstances of the
sexual assault including any allcged or suspeeted perpetrator;

the names of any persons in Kosovo in March 1998 who have been
futcibly translerred or deported, cither within Kosovo or to a place
outside Kosova, and details of the circumstances of such foreible transler
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the details ol any property expropriated ur destroyed in Kosovo in March
1998 as a result ol acis by any member of a military, paramilitary, police,
civilian or other authority of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia or the
Republic of Serbia, and details of the circumsiances. in.which the
expropriation or destruction oceurred. - ."f&\_
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For the purpose of determining whether there is. or has bccn.’-‘in armed conﬂiét_in
Kosovo in March 1998, | hereby further request your Gavernment to provide me without

undue delay with any documents or information in its pussession relating to the

following:

the composition, strength, command structure, history, and aims of the
forees or Grganisations upposing the government forces in Kosovo in
March 1998, and the pulitical con;.rol excreised over these opposing
forces or organisations: : g

the anns and cqyuipment.available to these opposing forces or
organisations; :

the nature and extent ol control over lerritory exercised by these opposing
forees ur arganisations, or by those excreising political control over them;

and

any information relating o the record of compliance with international
humanitarian law by thesc opposing forces or organisations.

Pending your provision of the report, information and documents .rcfer'rcd to
above, | hereby request that you provide me, by no later than 25 March 1998, with the

names-of-ali-persens-ki lled-in-Kosove-in-March-1 998, andl.details of-the circumstances.of '

their deaths.

Accept,.Exccl,lcnc.y..xhc.assumnccs_of.my.highcst.cnnsidgm_ti_o_n.

Louise Arbour
Prosecutor




